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Emeriti Association Coordinating Board Meeting 
January 8, 2020 

25 Park Place, Room 225 

Present: William Feldhaus, Missy Cody, Christine Gallant, John Haberlen, Deborah Huntley, 
Sandra Owen, Ted Wadley, Charles Williams. 

Absent:   Catherine Carter, Harry Dangel, John DeCastro, Richard Miller, Leonard Teel. 

Staff:      Adrienne Veal, Scarlett Earley, Office of Donor Relations. 

Please see the meeting materials:  Agenda, Committee Reports, and minutes of the 
November 13, 2019, meeting.   

I. Call to order 
II. Welcome 

As Chair Feldhaus was running late, Huntley called the meeting to order at 11:07 am.  
She welcomed the members, and Veal introduced Scarlett Earley, the new Assistant 
Director of Development who will serve as our liaison. 

III. Approval of meeting agenda 
IV. Approval of minutes from November 13, 2019 

The agenda for this meeting and minutes of the last meeting  were approved. 

V. Committee reports  

There was no chair’s report. 

Regarding the Membership Committee, Rosemary Cox had recommended co-chairs, 
one from downtown and one from Perimeter College.  Huntley suggested Beryle 
Baker. Wadley said the new president of the PC Emeriti Association, Maryann Errico, 
is not yet emerita, still going through the new process.  Cody said we need to engage 
newer, younger emeriti.  Gallant reminded the board that Ruth Saxton was approved 
as a member at the last meeting. 

There was no nominations report. 

Discussing the activities report, the Board thanked Veal for a wonderful holiday 
reception at the Rialto.  Everyone is looking forward to Valentine’s Day. 

In the communications report, Gallant outlined progress toward publishing the next 
newsletter on March 18.  Emeriti retain their active PantherCards (photo IDs) 
permanently. Regular faculty retirees can only do this for five years. PantherCards 
allow access to the University libraries and parking decks, and give local discounts 
and incentives.  Some colleges provide benefits specifically to their emeriti. 
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For the website, Owen said Veal had provided a list of emeriti, and Wadley provided 
one from Perimeter.  A list of new emeriti came from the Provost’s office.  Missing 
right now are academic titles.  Owen asked that volunteers willing to check emeriti 
from their colleges for rank at retirement to email her. 

Veal can provide a list of all emeriti by college and year of retirement.  For rank, 
Wadley said we can consult an online archive of recent catalogs listing faculty by 
department and rank:  https://enrollment.gsu.edu/catalogs/archived-catalogs/. 

Owen said that Kiara Henry continues extraordinary work on the website.  They hope 
to finish the membership lists and move on to the people section and the “about us” 
section.  Scholarworks will archive the newsletter.  Photographs of events over the 
years will be archived.  Cody said captions and people’s names would be helpful.  
Owen said at one time a faculty member was funded to interview visitors to the 
university, many of whom were emeriti; the interviews were to be archived by the 
library.  She would like to link them to the people section.  

There was no outreach or representative’s report. 

VI. New Business 

a.  Membership Committee – New Representatives (2) 

See discussion of the membership committee report above. 

b.  Valentine’s Day Luncheon – Seating & Program 

There is desire for a more structured program for the Valentine’s Day Luncheon. 
Haberlen is former Director of the School of Music.  He said last year there was no 
music, in prior years there had been.  Board members could all sit at one table, or at 
separate tables.  Last year they were not properly introduced.  Feldhaus would be 
master of ceremonies. Owen said college deans used to attend; Cody said some still 
do. Veal suggested that a board member sit at each table.  Feldhaus said for the last 
two years honors students have attended; it would be good for them to be integrated 
at each table, and talk about their work.  He will speak with Honors College Dean 
Larry Berman about that.  He will introduce board members sitting at each table.  
Gallant suggested inviting the new provost, Wendy Hansel.   

Feldhaus wants to ask her to standardize how departments and colleges designate 
and recognize emeriti faculty.  Emeriti are underused by departments and colleges 
now.  Gallant said she had sent a questionnaire to deans about benefits for emeriti, 
and some responded that this was a great idea and they’d like to hear more about it.  
Especially new and interim deans are open to learning more about emeriti. 

Owen suggested that new emeriti be identified at the luncheon.  Feldhaus said they 
should also be recognized in the newsletter once a year.  Cody suggested a group 
picture in the newsletter and on the website. Veal said time was short to identify, 
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invite new emeriti by Valentine’s Day; it would be better to recognize them at the 
reception in December.  Cody said that it should be part of a bigger program, and that 
if any new emeriti rsvp that they’re coming, then they can be recognized.   

Haberlen said brevity is key.  There must be a time limit for the just-in-time scholars. 
“Musical valentines” would be provided by the School of Music for ten-twelve minutes 
as dessert is served. 

VII.  Georgia State University update 

Veal reported that research expenditures last year exceeded $200 million, and that 
groundbreaking for a new science center would take place this spring.  A convocation 
center is coming along, groundbreaking yet to be scheduled.  She asked whether the 
board would be interested in meeting in library, where there are more students and 
more going on.  The library is close to the new developments. 

Feldhaus asked about the future of the library, and how it has changed in recent 
generations.  Media are still important, but the way they are delivered has changed.  
He will ask Dean Jeff Steely to address changes in the library. 

Cody thanked people who donated to the Panther Pantry.  Haberlen asked if they 
were noted in the newsletter, with a direct link to the foundation.  Cody said a very 
small donation makes a big difference to our students. 

VIII. Proposed topic(s) for the next meeting 

Feldhaus suggested adding benefits to next meeting’s agenda. 

IX. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 12:40 pm. 
 

Submitted by Ted Wadley 


